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                                                                                                                                        COURSE DESCRIPTION:  7th Grade Science introduces the basic foundations and principles of the Life, Earth, and Physical Sciences.  Topics include the following: Science Safety, Metrics, Microscope Usage, Cell Processes, Heredity, Evolution, Minerals, Rocks, Plant Processes, Plate Tectonics, Earthquakes, Volcanoes, Muscles, Bones, and Nerves.  
Supplies:  Each student should have a folder and paper/spiral notebook specifically for science class.   If you have a three ring binder it would be helpful to break it into 2 sections using dividers.  Label the sections “Homework and Classwork” and “Notes and Handouts”.  Please remember to take your supplies with you after class.  
Classroom Procedures:  Students are not permitted to leave the classroom without a pass.  Over the course of each trimester, students are permitted to leave two times.  After the second time, the trimester grade will be reduced by 1%.  Most class periods will begin with a Daily Agenda so the students will know what to expect for that day.  This will outline topics and assignments that will be covered during the hour.  
Grading Scale:
A (93-100%)…...Outstanding Achievement

B (85-92%)…….Above Achievement

C (70-84%)…….Average Achievement
D (60-69%)…….Below Average Achievement




                                           F (Below 60%)…Failing

Grade Breakdown

45% ……..  Tests and Quizzes

45% ……..  Homework and Classwork

5% .…….    Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC)
5% ………  Participation
Make-Up/Late Work:  Make up work is allowed for legitimate absences / reasons.  It is the responsibility of the student to find out what has been missed and what can be done to complete the assignment.  Students are responsible to check with the teacher to determine what assignments or activities they missed while absent.   Assignments that were assigned prior to the absence are due on the day the student returns. Material missed due to truancy may not be made up.  Late work needs to be turned in before school the day after the assignment was due.  Points will be deducted from the grade and will not receive more than a 70% (C-) on that assignment.  Missing the day before a test or project due date does not excuse you from taking the test or turning the project in upon your return.  Being absent on the day of a multiple day assignment or a day during the time of this assignment does not give the student additional time!!!!!!  It will remain due on the original date.  
Classroom Behavior and Discipline:

Students must be safety conscious, courteous, respectful, and prepared.  You are expected to take responsibility for your education.  Participate in a positive way and help others do the same.  Students that are tardy or disruptive will be disciplined according to the Bluffview Student Handbook.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  While a substitute teacher is in class, participation points per day will triple.  It is important that substitute teachers get treated with great respect.    

I-Pods, MP3 players, CD players, and other electronic devices will not be allowed in class unless specified by the teacher for a particular situation. 
Labs: There is an inherent safety risk involved in most lab work.  In order to reduce those risks and make the science laboratory and classroom a safe place, the Lab Safety document will be explained.  Safety, rules, conduct, attire, equipment handling, safety test etc. will be addressed before the beginning of the individual lab.  This will be done so that you understand your responsibilities in promoting safety in the lab and classroom.  Students who violate any safety guideline will be removed from the lab and receive a “0” on that assignment.  There will be no warnings.  This is vital to keep everyone safe.  Police may be notified if you remove anything from the lab without permission.

Copying/Cheating: Any assignment that is not your own work or done within the parameters of the assignment or test will result in a zero on that assignment or in the class.  This includes plagiarism or “sharing answers” with another student.  

Food/Drink in Classroom: Due to maintaining OSHA regulations, food and drinks (excluding water) may not be present in the science classroom.   There may be days where such treats are provided under special circumstances.  However, on these days I will be insuring that the classroom is a safe zone for having such things.  No food or drink (including water) will be allowed while participation in a lab.
Survival Tips:

-TRY! You will be surprised what you can really do

-Participate and get involved

-Be on time

-No Food or Drink without permission

-Listen to what I say.  Take notes.  Follow instructions

-Talk to me if you ever have a problem

-DON’T EVER GIVE UP

- Deadlines are a fact of life, don’t lose points you earned for the quality of your work by turning it in late.

I look forward to getting to know all of you and know we will have a great year together. 

Mr. Seamans 
 7th Grade Science (2011-2012)
I have read the policies and procedures and understand what is expected of me in the Science classroom.

Student Signature ___________________________________    Date_________________

Return with parent/guardian signature and receive 10 extra credit points.
Parent Signature_____________________________________
Date________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Detach and keep these coupons.  You will not receive more if you lose them.  They are worth extra credit at the end of the trimester if you save them!
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Hall Pass Coupon     Name____________ _______   Date_____________ ______   Time_____________ ______   Destination________ _____  
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Hall Pass Coupon     Name____________ _______   Date_____________ ______   Time_____________ ______   Destination________ _____  
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Hall Pass Coupon     Name____________ _______   Date_____________ ______   Time_____________ ______   Destination________ _____  


Safety in the Laboratory and Classroom

Name_______________________

Period______Date_____________

The science laboratory and classroom is a safe place to participate in science activities if you are careful. You must assume responsibility for the safety of yourself and your neighbors. Here are some safety rules to help guide you in protecting yourself and others from injury in the lab. Initial each item after you have studied it.

________1. The science laboratory and classroom is to be used for serious work.

________2. ​Do Not perform experiments that are unauthorized. Obtain permission.

________3. Study your laboratory assignments before you begin the lab. If you are in doubt about any procedure, ask your instructor for help.

________4. Use the safety equipment provided for you. Know the location and proper use of the fire extinguisher, eyewash, fire blanket, first aid kit, exits, acid and base solutions for neutralizing, and goggles.

________5. Report any accident, injury or incorrect procedure to your teacher at once.

________6. Smother fires with a towel. If clothing catches fire, smother with a coat or fire blanket. Never run.

________7. Handle all chemicals, lab specimens and materials as directed by your teacher. Never taste any chemical substance or any lab specimens. Never smell any chemical by placing your nose over the container. Wash hands with soap and water after labs.

________8. If any solution, acid or base, is spilled on you or your desk, wash the area with plenty of water at once.

________9. Keep combustible materials away from open flames. When using the bunsen burners, make sure your sleeves are rolled up and long hair is tied back.

________10. Never place broken glass and solid substances in the garbage cans. Keep solid waste out of the sink. Follow the instructor’s direction for disposing of all glass and waste.

________11. When you have completed a lab experiment or investigation, you should do the following: 

a. Make sure the water is shut off completely.

b. Make sure the gas valves are in the off position when not in use. ​

c. Disconnect electrical equipment by pulling on the plug, not the cord.

d. Clean up your work area.

e. Return all equipment and materials to their proper places.

f. Remain at your assigned station until the teacher dismisses you.

________12. If gas valves are turned on when they are not in use, you will be referred to the administration. Suspension may result.

________13. When using the Bunsen burners to heat material in a test tube, make sure the test tube opening is pointed away from yourself and those around you. To heat material in a test tube, rotate the test tube while it is in the flame. Keep the Bunsen burner away from the cabinets.

________14. Allow any heated materials a few minutes to cool before handling.

________15. Eating or drinking in the laboratory is not permitted.

________16. Students should not horseplay, wander around the room or disturb fellow students doing an experiment. Students should also walk, not run, while in the lab.

________17. Wear goggles during the labs as instructed by your teacher. You may not remove them during those labs. You are responsible to clean your own goggles.

________18. Eye contacts should not be worn during labs. If you do wear contacts, make sure the vents on the goggles are closed all the way.

________19. No lab materials should be removed from the classroom.

________20. Lab equipment may be sharp or dangerous. Use them only for their proper intended purpose and with extreme caution.

This form with the following signatures must be returned to the instructor before you can participate in science labs.

Student Agreement

My initials at the end of each statement of the lab safety sheet certify that on this date,_________, I, (print name)_______________________________  , have been instructed in the safety components of the science class and agree to abide by these and all other written and verbal instruction given to promote learning and safety in this classroom. 

Student’s signature_______________________________________Date________________

Parent Agreement

Your student will be working in the science lab and classroom during this course. In order to assure personal safety, it is important that the safety rules and procedures be followed. Not following these rules and procedures is grounds for removal from the science classroom or lab.

I understand the need for these rules and agree to support my child's responsibility to abide by these rules and all other written and verbal instructions given in class.

Parent or Guardian’s Signature:____________________________________Date______________

Student is a contact wearer   Yes________   No_________

If there is any problem your son or daughter might have, that could possibly jeopardize his or her safety in the lab or the safety of others, please bring it to the attention of the instructor.

Hall Pass Coupon





Name___________________


Date___________________


Time___________________


Destination_____________





Hall Pass Coupon





Name___________________


Date___________________


Time___________________


Destination_____________








